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College of 
William and 
Mary 

81%  
Top 10th 

3.6 

William & Mary practices holistic review; decisions are not 
based solely on one aspect of your application. Rather, we 
review your essays, letters of recommendation, 
extracurricular involvements, and yes, those numbers like 
GPAs and standardized test scores. Each application is read 
at least twice, including once by your regional dean. At the 
end of this process, our goal is to bring together a class of 
dynamic, diverse and academically engaged students. 

 

James Madison 
University 

26%  
Top 10th 

None 
Listed 

 

To evaluate your achievement in high school, we evaluate 
your grades in core subject areas: mathematics, English, 
foreign language, social studies and lab sciences. A 
competitive candidate is an A/B student in core courses. We 
look at your performance throughout your entire high-
school career. 

Michael Walsh, Dean of Admissions: 
JMU enters all core and advanced (AP, DE, etc.) 
courses and the grade into their own software. 
This calculates an unweighted GPA which they use 
in their admissions decisions. They don't 
differentiate between double-blocked or single 
blocked, just the course and the grade. For class 
ranks, they find that more than 1/2 of their 
applicants do not come from schools that rank. 
Further, they find great disparity between high 
school rigor and thus the meaning of a class rank. 
They investigate which schools are more or less 
rigorous in their curricula and use that along with 
the unweighted GPA in their decisions.  

Radford 
University 

5%  
Top 10th 

2.8 

Radford University views everything that an applicant 
submits in an effort to get to know that individual as well as 
possible. Every application is reviewed by members of the 
Admissions committee in an effort to select potential 
Radford University students who we believe would not only 
find academic success at Radford, but also become positive 
contributors to our community. To this end, the Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions reviews academic transcripts, 
the strengths of an applicant’s high school curriculum, 
standardized testing, letters of recommendation and all 
other materials submitted. 

 

Heather Miller, Admissions Advisor: 
GPA is a much heavier factor than class rank. They 
look closely at the courses that are double blocked 
and only count them as one, thus creating their 
own GPA calculation. They see all students with 
rigorous coursework and good grades as 
competitive.  

University of 
Virginia 

89%  
Top 10th 

3.4 

 

Make sure that your class schedule demonstrates that you 
are taking advantage of all that your school offers. Talk to 
your counselor and parents to help determine the right 
program for you. Colleges will want to see that you are 
pursuing a strong schedule, but they will also want to see 
good grades. What do we mean by the core subjects? Those 
are English, math, foreign language, social studies, and 
science. 

 



Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University 

19%  
Top 10th 

2.5 

Candidates for admission to VCU are reviewed based on 
their academic performance in an accredited high school or 
on GED scores and either SAT Reasoning Test or ACT scores. 
The college preparatory curriculum is highly preferred, and 
a minimum of 20 units is required for admission to all 
programs on the Monroe Park Campus. 

 

Virginia Tech 
41%  

Top 10th 
3.4 

 

Each applicant is evaluated within the context of the high 
school(s) attended. We recognize that GPAs are calculated 
in many different ways. Admissions’ review of grades is 
based upon the letter and/or numeric grades presented for 
each class, not the GPA. No matter where applicants go to 
school, those who have a A/B+ average will be most 
competitive for admission. 

Mildred Johnson, the Provost for Admissions: 
She agreed that GPAs are not reliable for 
admissions decisions and instead Tech personally 
reviews transcripts and reads all submitted 
applications to determine who will be accepted. 
She told me that many schools don't even offer AP 
courses and still others will weight their honors 
courses so they have to use data other than GPA to 
determine the rigor of a course. Her professional 
organization, Chief Admissions Officers for Public 
Universities, has discussed best practice for GPA 
and recommends a common scale, statewide, that 
assigns appropriate weights. Since that is unlikely 
to happen, the current system is not useful in the 
admissions process. 

Washington 
and Lee 
University 

None 
Listed 

None 
Listed 

Our review process is holistic rather than formulaic. We 
consider each piece of every application in our admissions 
decisions. The most important part of your application is 
your daily record - what courses you have taken and how 
well you have done in them. We are looking for students 
who have a superior record of achievement in the most 
challenging curriculum available to them. This does not 
necessarily mean that you should take every AP class your 
school offers, but it does mean that you should push 
yourself in every subject. We recommend that you take four 
or more years of coursework in English, math, lab science, 
social science and a foreign language. Beyond the core 
subjects, take "academic" electives, courses that contribute 
to the overall rigor of your studies, versus those which 
provide a break in your schedule. 

 

 
 


